Seeking in Suffering
Jerem yDaniel--Decem ber30, 2012

Hey, good m orning. How are we? It's going to be thatkind ofm orning. That's good. Allright. Hey, one
thing before we getstarted. Idon'tknow how m any ofyou know Steve Chandler. He'sactually sitting right
there in the back. Ifyou don'tknow him , that's okay. You've probably seen him when you've walked up
from the parking lot. M aybe he hasyelled atyou orsom ething. Eitherway, Steve Chandlerhasbeen the
facilitiesguy here atthe Denton Cam pus since the Denton Cam pus opened, and today isactually hislast
day ofwork.

So Iasked him ifhe would com e up. He said no. Isaid, "I'm going to callyou up, orI'm going to callyou
out."He said, "You can callm e out."Iwantto pray forSteve because, ifyou know Steve, he m ay be gruff
and grum py and harsh on the exterior, butinside he's a big teddy bear. He loves thisplace, he lovesyou,
and he workshard so you can walk into this place and have everything work, forthe m ostpartand m ostof
the tim e, seam lessly and flawlessly. Let'spray forhim , and then we'llgo ahead and getstarted.

Father, you're good, and we thank you forthat. W e thank you form en like Steve Chandler, who love you,
who really seek to honoryou, who seek to proclaim yourgoodness and yourgrace and m ercy. He could do
m any otherthings, buthe haschosen forthe lastfive yearsofhislife to be here, pouring outhislife forthe
people ofThe Village Church. Ido pray forreally justwhatthe nextseason holds forhim , everything
you've puton hisheartto walk into and m ove into.

God, Ijustpray you would blesshim , thatyou would blessJanet, thatyou would give herpatience with
him , thatyou would give herjusta sweetgentleness with him . M ore than anything Ipray during this tim e
thattheirlove forone anotherwould continue to grow asthey fallm ore and m ore in love with you. W e love
you. W e praise you. W e thank you foryourgoodness, yourgrace, and yourm ercy towards us. W e pray all
these thingsin Jesus'powerfulnam e, am en.

W e love you, Steve Chandler.

O kay, well, m y nam e is Jerem y, and so ifyou're here today and you were expecting to see M att, letm e
explain a little bitaboutwhat's happening. M attChandlerisourlead teaching pastor. About40 tim es a
year, you'llsee him on this big screen behind m e. The restofthe tim e, generally, whatyou'llsee isone of
the cam pus pastors, buttoday you getm e. So… surprise!

I actually am on staff here. My role, specifically, is to oversee our Recovery Groups ministry. You heard
Clint Crawford give an announcement about the Step studies. Sign ups start January 2 for the next one, so
if you're interested in that, go ahead and go online and sign up. I also oversee our support ministry. W hat
that means is I spend most of my time dealing and ministering to people who find themselves in varying
states of crisis.

If we're honest, pretty much all of us live our lives in varying states of crisis, right? So what you'll hear us
say from the stage is whatever the difficulty, whatever the circumstance, whatever the trial you're walking
through, the Lord is with you. In those moments, you can press into him. I have this growing concern in me,
which the Lord has really been growing in me over the year about, Man, do our people know what it means

to press into the Lord in moments of difficulty and moments of trial?

I think Matt said last week for many of us the holiday season, man, it's not a season of joy. It's not
something we look to with anticipation all year long, just waiting for it to get here because we love it so
much, right? For many of us, it's a season we look to with anxiety. I know, for me, after several horrible
things happening during the holidays, for whatever reason, when I think about the holiday season, man,
just this despondency comes on me, because there were some heavy things that happened in my life
during the holidays.

For me, even, a lot of times, the holidays are not an exciting time. It's not something I necessarily look
forward to. I love it while I'm in it. I love to see my kids opening presents. I love to spend time with friends.
I love to spend time with family, but at the end of the day, man, there's this despondency that comes to me
during the season. So what I want for all of us as we talk about suffering is to figure out what it looks like to
press into the Lord in the midst of our suffering. The way we're going to do that this morning is we're going
to talk about Job.

Does anybody know who Job is? Yes, good. Here's how the Bible describes Job. Job was a righteous man,
right? That means Job was a good man. Job honored the Lord. Job would sacrifice for his children when
they had parties, and he thought, "Hey, maybe they sinned and dishonored the Lord. So I'm going to
sacrifice for my children." So Job was a righteous man.

O ne day, God is holding court, because that's what God does, and Satan comes from walking to and fro on
the earth. God says to Satan, "H ave you considered M
Myy servant Job?" God looks at Satan, and he says,
"Hey, have you seen Job? He's a righteous man. He is a good man, and he loves me. He chases hard after
me. Have you seen this guy?"

Satan looks at God, and he says, "Yeah, absolutely he worships you, and do you know why? Because you
have blessed him beyond m easure.You've given him wealth.You've given him a great fam ily.You've given
him m any, m any things, but you let m e touch the things you've given him , and Iguarantee you Job would
curse you.So God says, "Do you think so?" Satan says, "Yes, Ithink so." That's not actually what it says, but
that's m y paraphrase.So God says, "O kay, okay.Do whatever you need to do.O nly do not touch him .Don't
put your hand on Job."

So the next day, Job has the worst day ever, right? He loses everything.All his children are dead.All his
possessions are gone.Everything he had is taken away from him in a m om ent.So we m eet Job sitting in a
pile ofashes with good friends and a good wife saying, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God
and die!" This is what Job says." The LO R D gave and the LO R D has taken away.Bles
Blessed
sed be the nam e
ofthe LO R D."

So God is holding court again, and Satan com es back in from wandering the earth.God says, "M an, have
you seen m y servant Job? Have you seen how faithful he is? You took everything.Iallowed you to take
everything, and he didn't curse m e.You said he would, and he didn't.He is a righteous m an.Ilove this
m an, and he loves m e."

Satan looks at God, and he says, "Yeah, but anybody could do that as long as you protect him physically.I
guarantee you ifyou let m e touch his body, he would curse you." God says, "Do you think so?" Satan says,
"Yeah, Ithink so." God says, "O kay, only don't take his life." So God gives Satan perm ission to afflict Job.
The next tim e we find Job he has boils from the top ofhis head to the bottom ofhis feet.He's scraping
him selfwith clay pots, trying to scratch.Again good friends and a good wife: "Do you still hold fast your
your
integrity? Curse God and die!"

But Job does not curse God.He will not curse God, but then we see Job start to ask questions, right? All his
friends are saying, "M an, you m ust be a sinner.You m ust have som ething going on.W hat are you hiding
from us? W hat's going on with you? W hy is God doing this to you? God does not do this to people who
aren't in sin.He would not allow this to happen." Job is like, "Ihaven't done anything.Ihave loved the Lord
m y God with all m y heart, soul, m ind, and strength.Ihave not done anything."

Then Job begins to ask questions.Here's the am azing thing: God responds.W e'll read that in Job 42.If
you have your Bible, go ahead and turn there.W e'll start in verse 1.So God responds, and here's what I
want you to know.Here's how God responds: "Job, do you have questions for m e? W ell, here's the thing.I
have som e questions for you.So gird your loins, stand up, and you need to take this like a m an."

So it's not, "Man, Job, I'm so sorry all this had to happen to you, but here's what I was doing.I was showing
the Enemy that, man, no matter what happens to you, you would not curse me." He doesn't say that.He
says, "Hey, stand up, dress yourself, and get ready.I'm going to talk to you like man.W here were you
when… " He starts listing all ofthese things he has done in creation.

"W here were you when I hung the stars? W here were you when I set the earth in motion? W here were you
when I put a ring through the leviathan's nose? Can you do that? Can you do any ofthat? W ho are you to
question me? W here were you when I did all ofthese things?" So in Job 42, starting in verse 1, we find
Job's response after a back-and-forth with God, and this is what Job says:

"Then Jo
Job
b answered the LO R D and said:' I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of
yours can be thwarted." W ho is this that hides counsel without knowledge?"
knowledge?" Therefore I have
h ave uttered
what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know."Hear, and I will speak;
I will question you, and you make it known to me." I had heard ofyou by the hearing ofthe ear, but
now my eye sees you;therefore I despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.'"

So we see here although God does not answer Job's questions, God responds, right? Than Job's good and
right response to what the Lord tells him is, "Man, I thought I knew you.I thought I understood.I had heard
ofyou, like I had heard ofyou with my ear, but I had never seen you.N ow that my eye sees you, and I see
myselfin light ofyou, I despise myself, and I repent in dust and ashes."

Here's what Job doesn't say:"I don't understand how a good and loving God could allow this to happen to
me.I don't know why you would do that.I was a good man.I was a righteous man, and you have done all
these things to me.Then you don't even tell me why.You allow me to sit here in the ashes with boils from
the top ofmy head to the bottom ofmy feet.I've lost everything, and you can't even do me the courtesy of
telling me why."

That's not his response.W hat does he say? "Man, I had heard ofyou.I had gotten myselfinvolved in things
I cannot possibly understand, but now that I see you and I see myselfin light ofyou, I need to repent."
Here's what we learn from Job.Here's what we learn from anybody who has an encounter with God.An

encounter with God necessarily changes you.

W e see it in Isaiah, right? Isaiah sees God, and he says, "W oe is me, for I am a man ofunclean lips.I live
among a people ofunclean lips, and my eyes have seen the king." Some versions would say, "I am undone
at the vision ofyou," but a vision ofGod necessarily changes us.A vision ofGod necessarily changes the
way we view our circumstances.N o longer do we look at the trial we're walking through and say, "W hy
would God let this happen to me? How could he? I've done all ofthese things, and still he allows this."

W hen we have a rightview ofGod and a rightview ofourselves, here's whatwe know. M an, itdoesn't
m atterwhatI'm walking through, he is with m e. He lovesm e. He caresform e, and he hasit. There's
nothing thatisoutside ofhishand. There is nothing thatisoutside ofhis power. There isnothing thatis
outside ofhisreach, and he hasit. N o m atterhow outofcontrolI feelin thism om entand in this
circum stance, I have confidence the Lord hasnotabandoned m e and he isnotunable to healand control
what'sgoing on. I have confidence in that.

An encounterwith a holy God changes whatwe ultim ately desire. So atthe end ofthe day, atthe end ofall
ofit, regardless ofoursituation, regardlessofourcircum stance, whatwe wantm ore than healing, whatwe
wantm ore than wholeness, whatwe wantm ore than peace ishim , right? So we're able to view our
situation and ourcircum stance in lightofallofthat. "Ifyou're going to use this suffering, whateverthis
suffering is, to bring m e m ore ofyou, then that's whatI want. I wantm ore ofyou, and I wantto getthat
anyway I can. Ifyou have to bring pain, then that's good because that's the bestplace form e to be ifI'm
getting m ore ofyou, ifI'm trusting in you, ifI'm dependenton you."

I alwayssay ifthe Lord saw fitnotto m ake m e a wealthy m an, he knows I should notbe a wealthy m an,
because ifI were a wealthy m an, I wouldn'treally need him . AtleastI would actlike I didn't. He doesn't
give m e a lotofm oney. He likesto keep m e dependenton him forthat. So, m an, there are tim es when I
am on m y knees before him saying, "I don'tknow how we're going to do this. W e need you to m ove. W e
need you to work," and he does. Here's the thing:Som etim eshe doesn't, buthe's stillgood. He's still
faithful. He'sstillrighteous. He's stilljust, right?

So here'swhatwe're going to do. Forthe restofourtim e, I wantto talk with you aboutwhatitlookslike to
grow spiritually in the m idstofsuffering. M an, the Lord hastaughtm e thisovera very long and a very
difficultyear. There were m om ents when I really wrestled with the Lord, saying, "W hatare you thinking?
W hatare you doing?" So I don'twantyou to think I'm standing up here in som e position ofauthority of
som eone who has gotten thisdown.

Thisisa struggle form e thisyearbecause ithas been a difficult, difficultyear. W e gota baby, and we losta
baby thisyear. I reconciled a relationship with m y father, and I lostm y fatherthisyear. W e thoughtwe were
going to getto adopta baby girlthisyear, and ithasn'thappened yet. So the Lord, itseem s, in an endless
string ofthingsfrom Decem berto Decem berhas been… Itfeels like som etim es he hasjustbeen crushing
us, buthere's whatwe found. In the crushing we found confidence in him . W hatI wantforallofus today is
to be able to be confidentin the crushing, to be confidentin the suffering.

Whatever the suffering is, whether it's suffering of your own doing because you chose to be whatever it is
you chose to do, whether it's suffering as a result of som eone else's sin against you or suffering as a result
of sim ply living in a fallen world that's fullof sin, Iwant you to be confident, m an, that you can press into
the Lord.(This was not supposed to take this long.Itold Kourtney N ance Iwould go like 35 m inutes, and
that was probably a lie.If you've been in Steps before, you know Ilie about things like that allthe tim e.)
Let m e pray.

Father, you're good, and we thank you for that.Ithank you in the m idst of whatever situation or struggle or
circum stance we're walking in, God, that we would always know that, that we would believe that, that we
would trust in that, that we would find hope in that.This m orning, God, where we struggle, we pray you
would by your Spirit m inister to the hearts of your children.

We love you.We praise you.We thank you for your goodness.We thank you for Jesus.We thank you for
everything he purchased for us on the cross.We thank you that in him we have life and breath and all
things.We pray these things in his powerfulnam e, am en.

O kay, before we get started here's m y hope for us.What Iam about to talk about is m erely a m eans.It is
not an end, okay? So before you hear allof this and say, "Idon't want you to give m e law,"please know I'm
not giving you law, and if you hear m e giving you a set of things to do or a set of rules to follow, you are
hearing m e wrong.Iam giving you a m eans, not an end.So the Lord can choose to use these things, or the
Lord could choose not to use these things.There are three things Iwant to avoid before we walk into this.

First, Idon't want you to overvalue these m eans.Idon't want you to put too m uch stock in "Well, if Iread
m y Bible this m uch and Ido these particular things to put m y sin to death and Ispend this m uch tim e every
day praying, then the Lord willdo this for m e."That's not how it works.You don't place too m uch value in
the m eans, but what we're trying to get to is the end.What's the end? Him , right? He is the end.These are
the m eans by which we get to the end.

Second, we don't want to undervalue these m eans, which m eans, "Well, if God's going to do it, he's going
to have to do it, so why try?"I've had that conversation, and I've actually tried that.It didn't work at all.So I
don't want to put m ore on you than the Lord would put on you, but you do have som e responsibility in your
spiritualgrowth.You don't sit and wait.

Ihope, like in your m arriage, you don't sit and wait on your spouse to do everything, to pursue you, to ask
you out on dates.Iwould hope you don't wait, because you find out how that goes, right? Does that work
out wellfor you or poorly m ost of the tim e? I'm assum ing poorly, because you laughed.For som e of you it
m ight go well, and congratulations, your spouse is awesom e.

W e don'twantto undervalue these m eans.W e do have a responsibility.N ow the work ofsalvation from
beginning to end is a work ofthe Lord, and so even the ability to do the things we're going to ask you to do
isa resultofthe Spirit's work in you.I willacknowledge that.So from here on out, when I talk aboutthese
things, please know thatby the work ofthe Spiritin you, you willbe able to do these things.

Ifyou're in this place thism orning and you do nothave the Holy Spiritin you, you do nothave the ability or
the capability to do any ofthis.My prayerforyou this m orning hassim ply been asyou hearthe good news
ofthe gospelthe Holy Spiritwould quicken yourheartto a knowledge and an understanding ofhisgrace
and m ercy foryou and thathe would save you.Ifyou have the Spiritin you thism orning, you have through
Christ's sacrifice on the crossbeen given the Holy Spirit, and because ofthe Holy Spirityou have the ability
to do these things we'lltalk abouttoday.

Lastly, we do notputhope in these m eans, right? Again, the way we grow spiritually isnotthe end.Itis the
m eans to an end, and the end iswhat? Him .Thank you.The end ishim .So here we go.

1.Putoursin to death.The firstthing we wantto do to grow spiritually, even in the m idstofsuffering… This
isgoing to be hard forsom e ofus to hearbecause we don'tlike people to say it, butin the m idstofour
suffering, one ofthe things we absolutely need to do is putoursin to death.That's notsitting idly by and
waiting forthe Lord to dealwith oursin and to take care ofoursin forus.Thisis aggressively, violently
putting oursin to death.

FirstCorinthians9 says, " Do you notknow thatin a race allthe runners run, butonly one receives the
prize? So run thatyou m ay obtain it.Every athlete exercises self- controlin allthings.They do itto
eat
one
e
receive a perishable wre
ath, butwe an im perishable.So I do notrun aim lessly;I do notbox as on
beating the air.ButI discipline m y body
body and keep itundercontrol, lestafterpreaching to others I
m yselfshould be disqualified." I am active in the processofputting m y sin to death.

Man, so we had a little boy in ourhom e from Decem beruntilJuly.W e had hopesforhim .W e had dream s
forhim .W e had a vision ofhislife.O urgoalwas to adoptthisbaby boy, butitdidn'twork outthatway.He
ended up going back with hisfather.So he goes back, and I'm wrestling with the Lord."How could you
send this baby boy back into thissituation [which, forthe record, wasn'ta really bad situation atall]? He
wasin such a good place.He was in a hom e thatloved the Lord.He was in a hom e thatcherished the Lord.
He wasin a hom e thatloved him and cherished him , and you've taken him away."

In this m om ent, here's whatthe Lord reveals to m e:"Man, you think you're betterthan thisboy'sfather.
You are self-righteous.You're looking athisfatherand allthe m isdeeds, and you are looking atyourlife

and thinking, 'M an, Iam good.'" Here's the thing.M ost ofus see oursin as this one big thing.Ifwe could
just step past this one big thing, whateverthis one big thing is, whetherit's addiction orpornography or
whateverit is, ifwe could just step past this one big thing, we would be good, right? W e would be righteous
like Job ifwe could just get past this thing, whateverthis thing is.

Here's what the Lord revealed to m e when he finally got m e past m y big thing.There were a thousand little
wickednessess in m y heart that drove that really big thing.M an, Iwas not seeking to put those things to
death.So Idid.Ilooked at this m an and thought, "Iam better.I've neverhad any ofm y children taken
away.I've neverdone any ofthe things this m an has done.Iam better."

Then the Lord rem inded m e quickly, "N o, no, no.You're not.You're self-righteous when you get
uncom fortable.You eat m ore than you should.You don't press into m e.So the sam e things you're
condem ning this m an forare the sam e things you do.Yours are just a little bit prettier." So Iwant to
actively seek to put allofm y sin, even m y little sins, even m y respectable and acceptable sins to death.
Rom ans 8 tells us how we do it.

"But ifthe Spirit ofH im who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, H e who raised Christ Jesus
give
e life to yourm ortalbodies through H is Spirit who dwells in you.So then,
from the dead willalso giv
brethren, we are underobligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh
esh-------- forifyou are
living according to the flesh, you m ust die;but ifby the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of
the body, you willlive."

Ifby the Spirit, relying in, hoping in, trusting in the work ofthe Spirit in m y heart, Iam putting to death the
deeds ofthe flesh, Iwilllive.But this is active, right? I'm presented with tem ptation every single day,
tem ptation to not trust the Lord is good, that his prom ises are true, and that what he says he's going to do
in m e he's going to actually do in m e.

Ratherthan trust in that, what Ido is say, "N o, you're not good.N o, you're not gracious.N o, you're not
sufficient.So I'm going to turn away from you, and I'm going to run to m y sin." That's active, right? That's
not passive:"Ijust fellinto it.Idon't know how it happened." N o, it's a breaking ofrelationship with the
Lord and running to yoursin, running to oursin.

So in the sam e way, when we are presented with that tem ptation, the Scriptures are clear."He willnot
tem pt us beyond what we can bear, and when there is a tem ptation, he provides a way ofescape." W e can
choose to run to the Lord and trust his prom ises are true and trust what he says he's going to do in us he's
going to do, orwe can doubt it and run away.Those are yourtwo options.So we willactively trust the Lord,

or we will actively run away from him .There isno in-between here.W e have to get seriousabout our sin.
W e have to acknowledge it for what it is.W e have to confessit.

M an, we have to hope in the Lord, even in the m idst ofour struggle, right? Iwill tell you this honestly.In
the past year, the Lord hasshown m e m ore about m y sin than he showed m e in the previous22 years that I
had been a believer.I'm 34 yearsold now.He has used thissuffering to reveal wickednessin m y heart, and
Iwant to put that to death by all the m eansofgrace he hasgiven m e by using the church, by using
accountability.M an, Iwant to confess.Iwant to repent.Iwant to study the W ord.Ultim ately, it lookslike…

2.Devote ourselves to God.Ifan encounter with God, with the living, holy Creator ofthe universe, changes
m e necessarily, what Iwant to do is Iwant to seek to devote m yselfto him , which m eanseverything is now
through that lens.W hether Iam suffering or whether I'm in the m iddle ofgreat joy, Iwant to devote m yself
to the Lord.

Ifit'sin suffering, it's, "The Lord gives.The Lord takes away.Blessed be the nam e ofthe Lord." Iknow, I
trust, and Ibelieve the prom ise that he will work all thingstogether for the good ofthose who love him and
are called according to his purposes.You can't walk into a hospital room ofsom eone who isdying and say
that, but that'sa prom ise we cling to, right? In the m idst ofour suffering, in the m idst ofour trial, in the
m idst ofour hurt, we cling to that because we know because that is true, there is nothing he will not use for
our good.

W e m ay not see it.W e m ay not get to experience it quickly, but at the end ofthe day, we know he will use
that to conform m e into the im age ofhisSon.That is good, and so because that is true, Iwant to seek to
devote m yselfto God.Iwant to know what pleaseshim , and Iwant to know what grieveshisheart.Iwant to
do the things that please him , and Iwant to stay away from the things that grieve hisheart.

Here's a verse we use around here all the tim e.Isaiah 64:"All our righteousnessis asfilthy ragsbefore
him ." The m inute we say we want to do the things that please the Lord, that's the place we want to go in
our head.Here's the truth.The Bible describesGod over and over and over and over as Father.Are there
any fathers in thisroom ? You can raise your hand.It'sokay.It'sa safe place.Great.So the overwhelm ing
picture ofGod in Scripture isthat he is a Father.He isa good and loving and graciousand kind and
generous Father.

I'm a father.Ifyou have m et m y kids… Som e ofyou have, and that'sgood.Ilove m y children, but Ihave
two boys who are all boy and one girl who is all boy and all girl, which islike a double wham m y.Here's the
thing.M y son, Layton, is 4 yearsold, crazy asall get-out, destructive, could tear a house down, burn a
house down, or blow a house up in less than an hour ifyou gave him tim e.

O ne day, I'm sitting atthe bottom ofthe stairs, and I'm talking with m y wife.He jets up the stairs, and I'm
like, "Whatishe doing? Thatcan'tbe good.Thiscannotbe a good thing." So Iwalk up the stairs.We have
thisartstation atthe top ofthe stairs, and he's cleaning it.He's picking up allthe paperhe had thrown
everywhere around the room , and he's putting itin the little bins we've given him to putthose thingsin.
He's picking up allthe colorsand allthe chalk and allthe m arkers.He'scleaning.

He wasn'tasked to do that.Ididn'twalk in and say, "Go clean the artstation." Ididn'twalk in and say, "Hey,
you m ade a huge m ess.You need to go clean itup." Ididn'tdo that.He juston his own decided to walk up
and clean that.Do you know whathappened in m e in thatm om ent? Ican'ttellyou how m any people Itold
thatstory to."Do you know whathe did? He justwalked up the stairs and started cleaning."

Ididn'tlove him any lesswhen he m ade a huge m ess than Idid when he wascleaning, butin thatm om ent
m y heartwasfilled with joy because, m an, thislittle boy went, and he cleaned, which isa big dealforhim
because he does noteverclean.M y heartwas filled with joy, and when m y kids do that, Iam overjoyed.It's
notjustcleaning and doing thingsIwantthem to do.Som etim es it's…

Lastnight, we're sitting there praying, and Layton starts asking aboutJohn Warren's dad."What's John
Warren's dad'snam e?"

"Well, John Warren's dad's nam e isJohn Warren."

"What'sJohn Warren'sm om 'snam e?"

"Idon'tknow whathernam e is.I'lltextand find out." So Itexted him .Then he wants to pray forthem .He
wants to pray forM r.John's m om and dad.Thatbroughtm e joy, and in the sam e way, God, who isa good
and loving and rightand justFather, ispleased with us when we seek to obey him , when we seek to walk in
hisstatutes.Itpleaseshisheart.

O n the otherside ofthat, there are thingswe do thatabsolutely grieve hisheart.Here's the bestanalogy I
can use.The pasttwo weeks, Idon'tknow ifany ofyou have seen m e.I've been walking around with a
black eye.The reason Ihave thatblack eye is m y daughterwassupposed to be going to bed, so Stacisaid,
"Putthatgirldown." Isaid, "O kay."

Iwentto grab her.She was holding m y wife's phone, and she scream s atthe top ofherlungs, goes back
with the phone, and then she justthrows it.She's deadly accurate.Ithitm e rightin the eye.As soon as she
doesit, Ifeelthisgoose egg pop up on m y eye.I'm like, "That'snotgoing to be good." Ipick herup, and

I'm like,"I can'tspank thischild. She'sa fosterchild. That's illegal. They'lltake heraway. I really wantto
keep her,and so I can'tspank her. Then she looksatm e,and she spitsin m y face. I'm going to tellyou the
truth. In thatm om entshe grieved m y heart,butdo you know whatI didn'tdo?

I didn'tsay,"Do you know what? I'm going to callCPS and tellthem to com e pick herup now. I'm done
with her. I don'twantthisone anym ore. Ifshe's notgoing to do whatI ask herto do,ifshe's notgoing to go
down when she's supposed to go down,I don'twantanything to do with her. I'm done." I didn'tsay that,
right? She ism ine. I loved herjustasm uch in the m om entwhen she threw a phone atm e and spitin m y
face as I do when she runs up and says,"I love you," and givesm e a kiss. Because she ism ine.

In the sam e way so m any ofus… You're in here today thinking,"M an,he m ustbe angry with m e. He m ust
be so done with m e," butthe truth is he isa good and loving Father,who lovesto give good. In fact,Luke 11
says," W hatfathera
am
m ong you,ifhis son asks fora fish,willinstead of
ofa fish give him a serpent;orif
egg,
gg,willgive him a scorpion? Ifyou then,who are evil,know how to give good gifts to
he asks foran e
yourchildren,how m uch m ore willthe heavenly Fathergive the H oly Spiritto those who ask him !"
He isa good and generous,kind and loving Father.

W hereveryou're at,he's notangry with you. He hasnotwashed hishandsofyou. He isnotdone with you
thism orning. So you can devote yourselfto thatgood and loving Father. Listen,he isnotyourfather.
Regardlessofhow good orbad yourfatherwas. He isnotyourfather. He is so m uch gentler,so m uch
kinder,so m uch better. He isnotyourfather. So whateverthatpicture offatherisin yourhead,you can do
away with itbecause he is good. He is gracious. He is gentle. He is kind. He ism erciful. He isabounding in
steadfastlove foryou this m orning,and we can devote ourselves to thatkind ofFather.

I seek to honorthe W ord. I seek to honorthe Scriptures. Here's the thing:The approach m atters. The way
you approach the Scripturesm atters. So thisyearI go through severaldifferentthings,and specifically
when I'm trying to reconcile with m y fatherwho had been outofthe hom e foralm osta decade,I'm
searching the Scriptures. I'm like,"Lord,I don'tknow how to dealwith this," and so I'm looking through
the Psalm s.

I'm like,"W here is the Scripture here thattalks aboutfathersleaving and then com ing back." Butm y
approach to the Scriptures was,"Here'sm y situation and here's m y circum stance. I wantto see how the
Scripturesspeak to it." That'snothow we approach the Scriptures,right? Jesus said itbestto the
Pharisees. "You study the Scripturesin vain because you think in them you find life,and you totally m iss
the one they pointto." I'm notgoing to the Scriptures with m y situation and m y circum stance and trying to
figure outhow God speaks to it. I'm going to the Scripturesto find God. I wantto find him there.

Jamie Hipp is in the frontrow. That's him rightthere, my good friend, probably my bestie. I'm not
supposed to say bestie. Jamie willred card me. W e were in the same home group forlike five years or
something, buta few years ago, this is whathe said:"Iwake up every morning, and I've kind ofdisciplined
myselfto go into the Scriptures. Even when Idon'twantto, it's the thing Ido because Iwantto find the
Lord there."

So here's the thing. M ostofus, when we have a hard time being in the W ord, we justdon'tread it, butthe
way we approach the Scriptures matters. Regardless ofoursituation, regardless ofourcircumstance,
regardless ofthe suffering, ifwe go to the Scriptures to try and find how itspeaks to oursituation and our
circumstance, we're going to be frustrated because it's notaboutus. Itis notaboutus. Itis aboutChrist
and Christalone.

Here's why we go to the Scriptures. Here's why we devote ourselves to the W ord ofGod. Because ifwe
wantto know how to please him and whatgrieves him and wantto know how to putsin to death, we find
thatin the Scriptures. M an, so we honorthe W ord. W e love the W ord because we pursue God there, not
because we're going to find life there, notbecause we're going to find the formula to crack the code to get
us outofwhateversituation orcircumstance we're in, orto find the hope and healing forourhearts. That's
notwhatwe find there. W hatwe find there is God and the promises he has made.

"Iwillneverleave you. Iwillneverforsake you. Ihave gone to greatlengths to rescue you. Even though
you suffer, itis butfora little while, and atthe end ofthe day, there is coming a day when you willsufferno
more. Iwillwipe away every tearfrom youreye. Iwillbe yourGod. You willbe my people. Iwillmake you
holy. Iwillcomplete the good work I've started in you." N one ofthathas to do with yoursituation or
circumstance. N one ofthathas to do with yoursuffering, none ofit.

So the otherthing is difficult. A lotoftimes we have a hard time being in the Scriptures because we
undervalue the Scriptures. W e don'tsee the value in it. "Idon'tfeellike it. M an, Idon'twantto be legalistic
aboutit, so I'm justnotgoing to do ittoday." You don'tdo thatreally in any otherarea ofyourlife, and
things go well, right?

How many ofyou have a job? Right. Are there days when you don'twantto go to work, butyou do it
anyway? W hy? Yeah, you geta paycheck, and so there is a tangible remindereven though you don'twant
to do it, you gain something from itatthe end, right? How much more valuable are the Scriptures, the
W ord ofGod?

So the momentwe stop looking atthe Scriptures as the key to figure outmy situation and startlooking at
them as the lifeline to the Father, to the God ofthe universe who created everything, we startto see them

as valuable because ultimately they are valuable, much more valuable than any paycheck we get. They are
valuable. W e want to honor the W ord for its value, for whom it proclaims, for whom it speaks to, for the
promises it reminds us of. W e seek to honor the W ord, and we see it as valuable.

3. Abide in Christ. Finally, and most importantly, Iseek to abide in Christ. M atthew 11, starting in verse 28,
says, "Come
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden,
laden, and Iwill give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for Iam gentle and lowly in heart, and you will
will find rest for your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."
light. "

Here's what Christ says: "Are you tired? Come to me. Are you weary? Come to me. Are you burdened?
Come to me." W hat does he say? "… Iwill give you rest." How does he give us rest? Anybody? He gives us
rest by becoming our rest. So to abide in Christ means we want to know him. W e want to know about him.
So Isearch the Scriptures to see what they say about him. Iread books about him. Ipray to him. Iwant to
abide with him. As Ido that, here's what Ido. Istop asking him to give me things, and Istart asking him to
be things for me.

"So, God, don't give me peace;be my peace. Jesus, don't give me hope;be my hope. Don't give me
comfort;be my comfort. Don't give me rest;be my rest. Don't give me joy;be my joy. Because Idon't have
the strength to kill sin on my own. Idon't have the strength or the courage or the desire to devote myselfto
you. Idon't have the strength or the desire to be in the W ord, but Ibelieve your promises are true. Ibelieve
you can be my rest. Ibelieve in you Ihave life and breath and all things, not because you give me those
things, but because you are those things. W here Idoubt or disbelieve that truth, help me in my unbelief."

Here's the hard one. "Don't give me a better circumstance, don't give me a better situation, but give me a
more clear vision ofyou in the midst ofmy circumstance. Give me a more clear vision ofyou in the midst of
my struggle, because Ibelieve you love me. Ibelieve you care for me. W hat I'm walking through right now
makes it difficult for me to believe that. So Iwant to with everything in me believe that, but Ineed you to
be my strength in this moment. Ineed you to be my joy in this moment. Ineed you to be my comfort in this
moment because everything else I've run to to try and find it has let me down." He never will. Romans 5
says:

"Therefore, since we have
hrough our Lord Jesus
hav e been justified by faith, we have peace with God tthrough
grace
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this gr
ace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope
hop e ofthe glory ofGod. N ot only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,
and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the

Holy Spirit who has been given to us. For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
ungodly.""
the ungodly.

Here's the truth this morning. It doesn't matter how far gone you think you are. At just the right time, Christ
died for you. It doesn't matter how dire your situation or your circumstance;God will use your suffering to
produce endurance so you can persevere. So, this morning, hear this, church. God is not angry with you. He
has not abandoned you to your own devices. He has not abandoned you to your suffering. He has not
abandoned you in the midst of your difficulty.

He is there, and he has given you access to himself through the blood of Christ. Those are the promises we
want to cling to, right? We want to cling to that. We want to take advantage of all the means of grace he has
made necessary. We want to put our sin to death. We want to devote ourselves to a good Father. We want
to honor the Word. We want to honor the Scriptures. We want to seek him in them. Then we want to abide
in Christ.

Every single day when we wake up, we need to remind ourselves that, man, this is difficult, this trial is real,
and my hurt is valid, but at the end of the day, the gospel is still true. Iam secure in Christ. Everything that
has been promised but is not quite here yet, those things are still true for me. I'm secure in Christ, and I'm
secure because of what he has accomplished on the cross.

So I'll conclude this way. If you have a Bible, I'm just going to read and let the Lord do the heavy lifting,
and then we'll be done. Hebrews 12 says, " Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
thatt is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who
endurance the race tha
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right
hand of the throne of God."
God." Listen, church, what does it say next? Do not grow weary.

"Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow
weary or fainthearted. In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding
addressess you as sons [and daughters]? 'M y
your blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresse
son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises
chastises every son whom he receives.'

It is for discipline
discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom
his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then
you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we have had
had earthly fathers who disciplined
disciplined
us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live?

Forthey disciplined us fora shorttim e as itseem ed bestto them , buthe disciplines us forourgood,
thatwe m ay share his holiness. Forthe m om entalldiscipline seem s painfulratherthan pleasant,
butlaterityields the peacefulfruitofrighteousness to those who have been trained by it."
." Listen,
church. " Therefore liftyourdrooping hands and strengthen yourweak knees, and m ake straight
paths foryourfeet, so thatwhatis lam e m ay notbe putoutofjointbutratherbe healed. Strive for
peace with everyone, and forthe holiness withoutwhich no one willsee the Lord."
d. "

So, Father, Ido pray thism orning m ore than anything you would help us, thatyou would give us the ability
to liftourweary hands, to strengthen ourdroopy knees. Thatyou would, in yourgrace and in yourm ercy,
allow us to see a vision ofyou thatchanges us, thatchangesthe way we view ourcircum stance, and that
changesthe way we view everything.

Ipray you would help us to putoursin to death, thatyou would revealit, thatwe would confess it, thatwe
would actively pursue crushing it, thatyou would allow us by the Spiritto devote ourselvesto you, a good,
gracious, kind Father, and thatyou would help us to honorthe Scriptures, notto use itto see whatwe can
getfrom you, butto really pursue you through it.

Finally, Lord, we pray you would help us to abide in Christ, to rem ind ourselvesofthe gospelevery single
day. Thatwhen ourstrength isfading and oursituations seem too difficult, God, the truth ofthe gospel
rem ains, and we can restthere because he is ourrest. W e can find peace there because he is ourpeace. W e
can find com fortbecause he isourcom fort. W e thank you these are notgiftyou give butthese are aspects
ofyourcharacterand nature. As we receive m ore and m ore ofyou, we getthose things. So we love you,
and we praise you. W e pray allthese thingsin Jesus'powerfulnam e, am en.

